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Sir: 

In item 3 of the Notice of Allowability dated July 26, 2006, the Examiner indicated that 
Applicants' submitted arguments stating that Shimada et al. in view of Tadanobu were silent 
with respect to certain features in the claims, and that these arguments were found to be 
persuasive. 

However, regarding the Tadanobu reference (US 2003/0039093 and US 6,680,841) 
mentioned by the Examiner, Applicants note that this reference does not qualify as prior art 
against the present application. Accordingly, Applicants note that the Examiner's indication that 
an argument was presented indicating that Tadanobu is silent with respect to certain features of 
the claims is not correct. Instead, Applicants pointed out that this reference does not qualify as 
prior art against the present application. 



It is kindly requested that these comments be entered into the above-identified application 
file. No response from the Examiner is deemed to be necessary. 
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